
 

 

Meet David Patterson  

Deaconate Candidate  
 

Celebrate David’s upcoming  
Ordination on Sunday, Feb. 6th 

 
More information to come! 

Mr. Patterson, please tell us a little about yourself and your family? 
I was born, raised, and attended college in southern New Mexico.  Met my 
wife Linda there and we are now nearing our 38th anniversary.  Left NM to 
serve in the Navy aboard nuclear submarines. Eventually, we were blessed 
with two children. Our son Sean now 26 currently lives in Newnan. Diane, 
our daughter, lives in Indiana and attends grad school at Purdue. 
 

How long have you been parishioner of St. Andrew?  
In 2003, we moved into the area.  After visiting nearby parishes, our  
children told us they liked St. Andrew because it was so friendly and “felt 
like home’. They served as altar servers together for a decade. And I know 
their time here gave them both a  strong and lasting faith.  Praise be to 
God.   
 

When did your Catholic Faith begin? How has your faith matured? 
Growing up in New Mexico, I was somewhat familiar with Catholicism, 
invited by friends to midnight Mass, etc.  Although I grew up in a different, 
sola scriptura tradition, it was Linda and my friends who led me to  
Catholicism.  At 24 and shortly before our marriage I was baptized,  
experienced my first confession, and had my First Eucharist.   
 

Initially, my growth in the faith was rather slow. I just wished to be better at 
the ‘basics’..  But when our children arrived, I realized I needed to know 
more to answer their inevitable questions. The first major turning point was 
when Deacon Tom asked me to chaperone a teen confirmation retreat, and 
then another.   
 

Afterwards he asked me to sponsor someone in RCIA.  From there it was 
to teach a topic or two.  After a couple of years and just before Easter, I led 
an Ignatian Exercise about Good Friday.  Afterwards, Ginny Boyle of 
blessed memory, said to me, “David, when you become a deacon you need 
to do that for the entire church.”  I was flattered but replied how I wasn’t 
suitable at all.   
 

But she wouldn’t relent. Every week, she asked if I had applied yet.   
Eventually, she wore me down and I said I would look into it.  Candidly, I 
didn’t think I had any chance to be accepted.  However, Father approved 
that first step.  Linda and I attended the mandatory Informational sessions.  
Massive stack of application paperwork followed.  Surprisingly, I was  
accepted. 
 

Once in the program, my faith grew so quickly and in so many ways it 
would be difficult to adequately express.  But for every question answered, 
for every insight gained – two new questions arose.  The more I grew, the 
more I discovered just how far I had left to go.  While the journey was very 
challenging, I would not alter a moment of it.  Nor has it stopped.  In fact, all 
the deacons tell me that formation truly begins after ordination. I am truly 
eager to begin that aspect of ministry and to continue to delve ever deeper 
into the faith.               
                   [Continued on back] 
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Stay updated on how God is working through our 
church ministries, parishioners, and community 

with new the St. Andrew Stewardship newsletter. 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Peace and all good things! Our most basic mission in life is to become 
more like Jesus. I chose the theme of this year’s annual appeal to invite 
you to make a spiritual resolution to seek this transformation in your life 
through a renewed understanding of and devotion to Christ’s real  
Presence in the Eucharist.  
 

The words of Pope Saint John Paul II remind us that: “If we are to  
experience the Eucharist as the ‘source and summit of all Christian life,’ 
then we must celebrate it with faith, receive it with reverence and allow 
it to transform our minds and hearts through the prayer of adoration. 
Only by deepening our Eucharistic communion with the Lord through 
personal prayer can we discover what He asks of us in daily life.” This 
transformation is witnessed in our actions as we love like He did and do 
His will, serving others.  
 

The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is a major source of funding for all the 
work of the Archdiocese of Atlanta, including our many vital  ministries, 
outreach, education and formation programs…programs, such as:   
 

 Each of us is called to be Transformed in Christ by renewing and 
deepening our encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist through the 
Eucharistic Renewal initiative and our Eucharistic Congress.   

 Our families are Transformed in Christ through the development of 
resources for family-based religious education programs. 

 Our Church is Transformed in Christ through the formation of 47 
seminarians and 44 candidates to the diaconate who are preparing 
to serve our local Church.  

 Our communities and the world are Transformed in Christ through 
the Laudato Si’ care for creation initiative as we take care of that 
with which God has entrusted us.  

 

Please prayerfully consider a gift to this year’s appeal. Beyond what a 
single parish can provide, your generous gift to the Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal allows us to continue our work building strong parishes with in-
tentional disciples and funding archdiocese-wide initiatives that reach all 
the faithful in north and central Georgia, that we may be Transformed in 
Christ. 
 

Thank you in advance for your thoughtful action and support of our com-
munity. 
 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 
 

†Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv 
Archbishop of Atlanta 
 
WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN IN FEBRUARY 



Meet David Patterson, Deaconate Candidate [Continued] ACTIVATE YOUR TALENTS! 
SHARE YOUR GIFTS! 

St. Andrew Ministries need YOU 
In what ministries and in what roles have you been committed to in past years? 
As I mentioned, I started in faith formation, both adults and teens.  Then Usher and Extraordinary Minister.  
Lector next and MC for some of the special liturgies.  In fact, after one Easter Vigil, Father Dan threatened to 
put me in a cassock and surplice every year thereafter.   
 

I was briefly a Vincentian until formation started and had to discontinue all other ministries.  Later in formation, I 
began to support Ignatian Spirituality Project, which helps addicts in their recovery process as one of my social 
justice ministries.  Most recently, I was asked to support one part of the Laudato Si effort for the Archdiocese.   
 

Are there any special moments in your life that have had meaning and impacted your life?  
Obviously, the most significant is my first vocation – my wife and children.  God blessed me so abundantly 
there.  And I remain eternally grateful. 
 

Over the decades, numerous priests and especially deacons were very instrumental in my journey.  Saying the 
right thing at just the right time.  Always encouraging, always supportive.  I hope and pray that with the Spirit’s 
help, I might also serve in just the same way, guiding people discover what God wishes for them in that same 
loving way. 
 

Looking back on my professional life, it is now apparent that it also led me along this path and gave me what I 
needed to serve in this new capacity.  So it is seems more a steady movement toward where I find myself now.   
 

Would you like or want to share at this moment, some words to your fellow parishioners of St.  
Andrew? 
With ordination approaching, I would ask  them to read again the 55th chapter of Isaiah.  For years, I held 
firmly to ‘my’ plan and ignored the invitation from God. Once I finally emulated the Blessed Mother and gave 
my own ‘Yes’, all things changed for the better. I see it in myself, in my marriage, and in the formation  
community. In fact, it is apparent in all my relationships. Secondly, God chose us to be alive at this time and in 
this place. He gave us what we need to do his will, we just need to say ‘Yes’ and thereafter ‘Be not afraid’ as 
we go about doing His will. 

MINISTRY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
January 21   Mass for the Unborn (bilingual)  7-8 pm 
January 22  Pro Life Rally 12:00-2:15 pm  
February 3   Holy Hour 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
February 6   David Patterson Ordination Celebration 
Feb 19/20      Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 
                     Commitment Weekend 
March 2       Ash Wednesday, Lent begins 
March 4       Knights of Columbus Friday Lenten                     
  Curbside Takeout Dinners begin 

Every Sunday, Adoration 11:30 am -12:30 pm 

St. John of God  
St. John of God (1495-1550) inspires              
stewardship through his impulsiveness and  
dedication through adversity. Even as a young 
boy, John was impulsive and adventurous. 
While a solider as an adult, he was also hardly 
a model for holiness. However, John reviewed 
his life and took an impulsive vow to change. 
Through his many professions, John sought to 
always help others. Eventually, he established 
his own makeshift hospital for the poor,      
funding it through constant peddling and     
donations. Through his life, the challenge for 
him was to rush to follow the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit gave 
him, not his own human 
temptations. But unlike 
many who act           
impulsively, when John 
made a decision, he 
stuck with it, no 
matter what the       
hardship. His feast day 
is March 8. 
   

CTRL/CLICK IMAGE TO 
VIDEO 

Receive God’s Gifts GRATEFULLY; Cultivate them RESPONSIBLY; Share them        

LOVINGLY in justice with others; Return them with INCREASE TO THE LORD! 

STEWARDSHIP DURING LENT 
Time is a valuable gift from God, and we are called to 
thank Him for this gift by using all of it wisely. Most of us 
feel we don’t have enough time for all the things we want 
to do.  
Everyone is given the same amount of time: 24 hours each 
day, 168 hours each week. The question is simple—how do 
we choose to use our time? Time is a limited resource, so 
we need to prioritize how we use it, which means putting 
the most important things first. Our relationship with God 
is our first priority. Time spent in prayer, at Mass, in our 
personal lives such as through private reading of Scriptures 
and meditating on God’s holy word builds this relationship. 
Our second priority should be our relationship with our 
family—time spent building a strong family unit filled with 
love and respect for life, supporting each other’s callings 
and commitments. Our third priority should be our  
relationship with our parish and the community within and 
beyond our parish boundaries with time spent supporting  
others in their faith journeys and ministering to those in spiritual and material need. In 
other words, to be good stewards of our own time and use that time in the devotion to 
others through commitment of our talents to a parish ministry. 
 
This Lent, we welcome you to prayerfully consider how your time and talent is spent. 
For many, purposefully devoting time for personal prayer seems challenging. First, 
know that you are not alone. Second, realize that your fellow parishioners have been 
praying for you regularly. Third, God is patient and waiting for you to reach out. During 
this season, time is well spent reading scripture, attending Mass regularly, praying the 
rosary regularly, finding a form of Lenten fasting appropriate for your age & health, all 
of which are ways to spend time with God. In prayer, do not ask “How do I want to 
spend my time?” but instead ask “God, how do you want me to spend my time?”  
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Stewardship Saint March 

https://youtu.be/AUZRzvFmU9g

